
It has been 30 years since the 

White House has had kids run-

ning around in it and the White 

House will need to be changed 

radically.  For example, one 

change would be the food that 

the chefs would serve.  I think 

that Mr. and Mrs. Obama would 

like the really gourmet food that 

they serve just fine.  But I think 
that Malia and Sasha will like just 

some macaroni and cheese 

every once in a while instead of 

caviar and lobster.  Another 

change would probably be hav-

ing the room with all the multi-

million-dollar china in it off lim-

its.  In addition to that, the 

movie theater in the White 

House should get kid movies.  

Also, they should attach a water 

slide to the pool, for when it is 

warm outside.  I really think that 

Maliaõs and Sashaõs rooms have 

to be places that they can have 

just to themselvesñno òmust 

let your sister inó and no Secret 

Service.  Or maybe they could 

have a tree house like Amy 

Carter did; maybe they could 

even use the same oneñI read 

that it is still in storage.  I think 

that it is also important to make 

sure that Malia and Sasha donõt 

get any grumpy Secret Service.  

Maybe they could even teach 

their Secret Service to play Wii. 

I learned that Maliaõs birthday is 

on July 4, so if she wanted to 
have her party then, her dad 

would have to find some way to 

be there because typically the 

President has responsibilities on 

that day.  Another consideration 

would be having the White 

House Scheduler make sure that 

Malia and Sasha can talk to their 

dad any time they want to be-

cause it would be bad if Sasha 

got an A on a test and wanted 

to go tell her dad but was 

stopped because she was not 

scheduled to talk to him on that 

day.  So the White House will 

be getting an extreme makeover 

by the First Kids and the First 

Pet. 

Miranda Salazar, age 12 

Changing The White House To Accommodate Kids And Pets 

Advice For The New Kids on the Block (And Their Dad)  

As a Foreign Service kid, I have 

had a lot of experience with 

moving.  I think it is important 

to keep contact with your 

friends, to make you feel more 

as though youõre back at your 

old school with your friends.  

Try not to think too much of 

how much you miss your old 

homeñit will just make you 
lonely.  Keep your old habitsñ

donõt let them go just because 

people do it differently here.  As 

you probably know, kids and 

grown-ups will be very excited 

to see you.  Use it to your ad-

vantage to make friendsñbut if 

theyõre after the publicity you 

have, beware of the fair-weather 

friends.  You guys seem to get 

along pretty well with moving, 

so I donõt think we should be 

too worried about you.  Good 
luck! 

Gracia Luoma-Overstreet, 

age 12 
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Here, There & Everywhere 

U.S. Foreign Service 

youth in Washing-

ton, DC and around 

the world welcome 

the Obama family 

to the White House 

and offer advice to 

Sasha and Malia on 

a topic they know 

wellñmoving!  
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There are several challenges 

facing Obama during his presi-

dency.  First, there is the war 

in Iraq.  He needs to quell the 

troop surge quickly and effi-

ciently.  Second, he needs to fix 

the economy.  Foreclosures 

need to stop.  Third, he must 

help the environment, where 

Bush vetoed laws.  Those are 

just a few of the challenges 

Obama is facing. 

Linda Lay, age 12 
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Top 10 Spots to See in Washington 

 

Washington Monument 

Union Station 

Cherry blossoms 

Sculpture Garden 

Smithsonian 

Kennedy Center 

National Bookfair 
Lincoln Memorial 

Spy Museum 

National Christmas tree 

 

Miranda Walls, age 12 

Top 10 Books to Read 

 
Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Eclipse (The Twilight Saga, Book 3) by Stephenie Meyer 

The Amah by Laurence Yep 

The Summer of Riley by Eve Bunting 

The Reptile Room (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 13) by Lemony Snicket 

The End (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 13) by Lemony Snicket 

The Doll People by Ann M. Martin, Laura Godwin,  and Brian Selznick 

The Bad Beginning (A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 1) by Lemony Snicket 

The Meanest Doll in the World by Ann M. Martin, Laura Godwin, and Brian Selznick 

Ripleyõs Believe It or Not! The Remarkableérevealed by Ripley Entertainment 

 

Pearl Wilcock, age 11  

Welcome to Washington: Exploring the Nationõs Capital 

Books Make Great Friends 

òIf youõre the 

kind of person 

who is shy, you 

donõt really 

know what to 

do in your free 

time.ó 
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The Washington 

Monument towers 

above the tree line 

Books can make you 

feel at home just about 

anywhere 

Dear Sasha and Malia, 

 

I think you should do the top ten best things in 

Washington, DC. 

You should go on the Duck Tour. 

Try one of those famous hot dogs. 

Walk your dog in Rock Creek Park. 

Go to the Museum of Natural History. 

Go to the National Zoo. 

Check out the WWII monument. 

Find a store and buy a bobble head of your dad. 

Go to a Capitals hockey game with your family. 

Go to the Museum of the American Indian. 

Go to the Air & Space Museum. 

I hope you go to or do all these things. 

 

Sincerely, 

Meg Gray, age 8 

Moving Can Be Lonely: How to Fill Your Free Time  

music to dance to.  The song 

artists I like the most are 

Miranda Cosgrove, Miley 

Cyrus, and the Jonas Brothers.  

Two of my favorite songs are 7 

Things by Miley Cyrus and He 

Said, She Said by Ashley 

Tisdale. 
 Another thing you could 

do in your spare time is you 

could read a good book.  Two 

very good books I read last 

year are Marley: A Dog Like 

No Other by John Grogan and 

Fablehaven by Brandon Mull 

and Brandon Dorman.  If you 

love dogs you will love Marley.  

If youõre the kind of person 

who likes fantasy and mystical 

creatures then Fablehaven is a 

great book. 
 I hope this advice will help 

while you settle into your new 

home.  But still make many 

friends.  Good luck! 

Sincerely, 

 

Alexie Diakité, age 11 

Dear Sasha and Malia, 
 When you move to a new 

place you meet people.  But if 

youõre the kind of person who 

is shy, you donõt really know 

what to do in your free time.  

Well, you could listen to music, 

make up games, or read a good 

book. 
 There are a lot of types of 

music that I like and a lot of 

artists who I like.  My favorite 

kind of music I would have to 

say is pop because itõs great 



India is a country in South Asia, and has many different cultures, dances, religions, languages, and much 

more. Obama should see and do many things in India but these are the top 10 things I have wanted to 

see or have seen. 

 

1: The Taj Mahal in Agra. The Taj Mahalõs history is that a ruler from a long time ago named Shah 

Jahan, loved his many wives but he loved one more than the others. When that wife died Shah Jahan 

had the Taj Mahal built in her honor. Once the Taj Mahal was finished, Shah Jahan had the hands of 

the workers, who built the Taj Mahal, cut off, so that they could not replicate their work for anyone 

else. 

 
2: Go to see an elephant. You usually see those up north. You should go up north and find a place 

where you can wake up early and go get blessed by an elephant. 

 

3: Eat some Indian food. The best food depends where you are.  If you are down south and are eating 

breakfast get some idli and sambar. (Up north they eat south Indian food for breakfast.) If you are up 

north get lunch or dinner. I personally think naan (flat bread cooked at a high temperature, which has 

bubbles) is the best. 

 

 4: While you are up north you should go to Rajasthan and see the camel Pushkar festival. Every year 

in November, people of Rajasthan take their camels and òbeautifyó them. They decorate the camels 

with paints, chalk, fabrics, and blankets. They also shave some of the camel to make designs. 

 

5: When you travel down south, go to Kerala and ride on a boat down the backwaters. Kerala also 

has some traditional dances to offer, so see a couple of those while you are there. 

 

6: Up north there is a place called Ranthambore. It is a fort and sanctuary.  If you want to see a tiger 

in the wild in India then your best chance is at Ranthambore. 

 

7: In the north there is a place called Dharamsala. There is the head of Tibetan Monks, the Dalai 

Lama. There in Dharamsala are his headquarters; his headquarters is the 2nd largest Tibetan settle-

ment in India. 

 

8: In Mysore, the palace there is the most famous part. The palace is the Mysore Palace.  I have been 

there and I thought the place was HUGE!!! It is a really nice place and I recommend it. 

 

9: Goa is a nice spot and has wonderful beaches. It is a hippie haven, and if you saw the movie òThe 

Bourne Supremacyó the beach was in Goa. 

 

10: Mumbai is a very cosmopolitan city. It is one of the main cities in India and is on the west coast.  

 

Jacquelyn Simmons, age 10  

Ten Things for President Obama to Do and See in India 

Beyond Labradoodles and Portuguese Water Dogs 

òWhen you move 

you should bring 

books that last.  

Your friends will give 

you presents.  Play 

your favorite game 

before you leave.  

Have a so-long 

party.  Ask yourself 

questions like, òDo I 

want to go?ó 

 

Alyssa Renert, 

age 8 
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Dear Sasha and Malia, 

 
I think for a dog you should get a West Highland White Terrier because it is soft, and because it is 

small and you can cuddle up with it and it is so cute. 

 

Sincerely, 

Madeline Massinga, age 8 

A majestic Indian tiger 

West Highland Terrier 



Dear Sasha and Malia, 

 

Here are some foods you might want to ask the White House chef to learn to make so you donõt 

have to eat such fancy food all the time. 

 

French fries 

Pizza 

Hamburgers 

Ice cream and milkshakes 

Pie 
Hot dogs 

Cake 

Cinnamon bread 

Fudge 

Brownies and chocolate chip cookies 

 
Your friend, 

Ben Massinga, age 11  

Advice for the White House Chef: Create a Kidsõ Menu 

Views for an FS Kid Living in Kuwait  

agrees with Obama being 

elected. When I was at school 

on Election Day, about 50 kids 

were marching up and down 

the field shouting òOBAMA! 

OBAMA! ó I was one of them. 

It was so amusing! 

 

The First Daughters  

 
Here are some tips for Sasha 

and Malia. They should be 

happy to move to the White 

House. I always enjoy making 

new friends at new schools, but 

it takes some time. I am only 

10 and have moved 6 times! 

The things you might want to 

bring with you: Pictures of old 

friends, your favorite stuffed 

animal, clothes of course, 

games, music and movies. 

Those are some things I canõt 

live without.  

 

The First Dog  

 

I think the Obama family 

should get a white Labradoodle 

puppy. I chose this dog because 

I thought the Portuguese water 

dog seemed to have too much 

fur and could make Malia ill. 

When we move back to the 

States, we are planning on get-

ting a yellow lab, but now I am 

starting to like the white Labra-

doodle puppy! 

 

The First Familyõs Food 

Choice  

 

There are so many things the 

Obama family could add onto 
their White House Menu. Sa-

sha and Malia could perhaps 

make their own little Menu. 

They could include pasta, sand-

wiches, fish sticks, chicken, ribs, 

macaroni and cheese, soups 

and many other foods! Presi-

dent Obama and the First Lady 

could also make their own 

Menu (Drinks, Appetizers, Main 

Dishes, and Deserts).  

 

Obama Family:  

 

Best of luck on inauguration 

day, I wish I could be there! 

 

Good luck in school Sasha and 

Malia. Enjoy your experience in 

the White House.  I hope this 

information was helpful for 

your new lives. 

 

Megan A. Wilkins, grade 5 

The Presidency  

 

My name is Megan Wilkins and 

I am 10 years old. I am very 

happy about Barack Obama 

being elected as the 44th presi-

dent and the first African 

American president of the 

United States of America.  In 

this article I will be giving the 
Obama family useful advice for 

their move to the white house 

and their new lives. 

 

Issues facing Obama 

 

President Obama will be facing 

many issues during his four 

years of presidency. The big-

gest issue for Obama would 

probably be the economy now 

a days and the taxes to the 

government. Another issue for 

Obama may be the crisis be-

tween Palestine and Gaza in 

addition to the other two wars 

in Afghanistan as well as Iraq. 

 

How Kuwait Responded to 

Obamaõs Election 

 

Out of what I have seen at 

school and on CNN Interna-

tional Kuwait pretty much 

òKuwait pretty 

much agrees 

with Obama 

being elected.ó 
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Will hot dogs make 

their way onto the 

White House menu? 

Megan Wilkins with 

former President Bill 

Clinton in Kuwait in 

November 2008 



Movinõ to the White House 

Time to pack your bags, 

Games and books and markers, 

All your clothes and bags. 

 
A new schoolõs kinda scary, 

Making friends is great, 

Have fun in the White House 

Itõs a small, short time. 

 

Bridey Daley, age 11  

Poetry Page 

òGo outside, 

explore your 

yard, and find 

some hiding 

places.ó 
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Barack Obama is going to be the next President. 

And his wife is Michelle Obama. 

Rights will be distributed. 

And he was elected President. 

Know that he will make the world better. 

 
Obama is Barackõs last name. 

Barak Obama has two daughters. 

And he is going to be President on Tuesday, January 20th. 

Malia is one of his daughters. 

And Sasha is the other daughter. 

 

By Morgan Diakité, age 8 

Boys Speak Out 

I know it is hard to move--

leaving all your friends, your 

school, even your teacher.  The 

bright side is you will have new 

friends, a new school, and a 

new teacher!  You even get to 

live in the White House!  Iõve 

always wanted to live in the 

White House, but Iõm happy 

traveling around the world.  So 
donõt be hard on yourself.  In 

my life I traveled from Colo-

rado to DC to Sri Lanka to DC 

to Indonesia and back to DC.  

Now Iõm going to Malaysia for 

three years and Iõm totally 

happy and Iõm just 10.  Itõs ex-

citing to represent the USA so 

take is slow and easy and just 

have fun.  Remember youõre 

still the same person so be 

yourself, donõt act like some-

one else, do what you like and 

donõt let other kids boss you 

around, and donõt boss other 

kids around.  That is my advice 

to you! 

Sidney Williams, age 10 

Iõm a typical 12-year-old boy, 

but my dad is in the Foreign 

Service.  That means we move 

around a lot and we have to 

transfer schools.  My brothers 

and I have lots of experience 

when it comes to moving and 

transferring schools.  Here are 

some things that can help the 

move go smoother: 

Explore the house, be adven-

turous, and try to find cool 

things. 

Go outside, explore your 

yard, and find some hiding 

places. 

Pick your room and argue 

with your sibling about who 

gets it. 

Put your stuff in your room 

and organize it the way you 

want it to be. 

Play with your sibling and 

have some fun. 

Also, here are some tips to 

make friends: 

Be nice to your choice of 

friends. 

Agree with them always.  

Later be yourself, after you 

are accepted. 

Give them compliments. 

Share things with them. 

Here are some helpers with 

academics: 

Work hardñdonõt goof off. 

Play a sportñit calms you 

down. 

Do your homework before 

you play. 

Have a tasty snack. 

Be happy. 

Andrew Pommersheim, age 

12  

I am a 9-year-old boy.  My fa-

vorite books are the Pendragon 

series, the Harry Potter series, 

and the Magic Tree House 

series.  When you are a teen-

ager read Twilight.  Itõs a good 

girl series.  My favorite movies 

are the Harry Potter movies, 

the Chronicles of Narnia, Surfs 

Up, and Twilight. 

James Pommersheim, age 9  

Dear Obamas, 

 
I welcome you to Washington, 

DC.  Congrats on winning the 

election.  So you are our first 

African-American president.  

Guess what?  You just made 

history.  So you are moving 

into the White House.  I think 

that you should redecorate it 

to your liking.  Put some paint-

ings and poster up, redecorate 

the walls--just make it like 

home. 

 
Sincerely, 

Zack Wilcock, age 9 

The sun rises in the early morn-

ing, birds start singing, geckoes 

start chirping, everyone wakes up 

to a new day in India.  Cows start 

walking, traffic starts to wake, and 

people start getting readyé 

 

Jacquelyn Simmons, age 10 

Illustration by Miranda 

Walls, age 12 
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Zack Wilcock, age 9 

Miranda Salazar, age 12 


